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JOHN xxi. v. 21, 22. | 


Peter ſeeing him, ſaith to Jeſu, Lord, and 
what ſhall this man do? 

Teſus ſaith unto him, if I will that he tarry ti 
1 come, what js that to thee ? follow thou me. 


HE former Part of the Chapter contains an Ac- 
count of the Third Time of Chriſt's appearing to 
his Diſciples, after he was riſen from the dead; 
when he ems in a more particular Manner, to 
have directed the greater part of his Diſcourſe 
to Simon Peter, the Son of Jonar. He aſks him Three Iimes, 
and with great Solemnity, it he loved Him: 
Feſus ſaith to Simon Peter, and he ſaith to bim agam V. 15. 
the ſecond time, and then be ſaith to him the third V. 16. 
time, Simon Son of Jona, love thou me? that fo V. 17. 
his threefold Profeſſion of Love to Chriſt, might 
anſwer his threefold Denial of Him. Upon this we read 
that Peter was grieved, and our Lord perceiv'd that he was 
ſo. He was atraid (it is probable) left he ſhou'd deny Chriſt . 
again, and fall from his Love and Reſolution, as be 
had don: before. Hereupon our Lord comforts, him, by 
telling him that now he ſhould be ſo conſtant in his Love 
to Him as to lay dawn his Life for Him 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee , when thou wat V. 18. 


young thou girdeſ thy ſelf, and walkedſt whither thou 
15 7 NS. .- ts wor lde: 


a C83 
wouldeſt : but when thou ſalt bs old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy 
bands, i. e. as being willing to be bound, and ready to 
ſuffer ; and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
wouldeit not. i. e. the Executigner ſhall bind thee to put 
thee to Death, and carry thee whither thy Natural Incli- 
* nation does = 22 _ > wy i —_ 
V. Tg. Thus Hake be ſgnifying by what Death he ſhould glori- 
2 25 i. . that he ſhould by a violent Death 
(and perhaps that of Crucitying, ſignified by his ſtretching 
out his Hands) give a glorious Jeſtimony to 
F. 19. theTruth of God's Word and Promiſes, And when 
he had jpoxen this, be ſaith unto bin, follow me. 
Prepare for it, and reſolve with thy ſelf to ſuffer as I have 
done, 
THUS our Lord acquainted him what was to be his own 
Fate, and what was his Duty thereupon : But Peter is not 
content with this, but has an itching Cunolity to know, 
and therefore is too torward in enquiring how it 
V. 20. was like to fare with St. John. Then Peter turn- 
ing about ſeeth the Diſciple whom Jeſis loved, follow- 
2729 that was St. hn. « And Peter ſeeing him, ſaith to 
Jeſus, Lord, aud what ſhall this man do? Feſws ſaith unto him, 
if I will that he tarry till I come, what b that to thee ? follow 
1 | 
In which Words there are obſervable theſe ſeveral Par- 
ticulars. | 


Fir, St. Peter's orercurious Enquiry. W hat ſhall this man do? 

Secon2ly, Our Lord's reprehenjive Anſwer. What a that 
zo thee? x 

Thirdly, His ſeaſonable Inſtruction ſubjoyn' d. Follow thou me, 


Firſt, YOU have St. Peter's overcurious m—_— What ſpall 
this man do? n; | do] is not in the Original, and 
perhaps is not ſo properly added. The Meaning is, What 
c ſhall become ot this Man? What ſhall be his Fate? 
What ſhall he ſuffer? Or, how ſhall he die? Now we may 
be allow'd to ſay it, becauſe our Lord has ſo plainly ſigni- 
ty'd it, that this was an Impertinence in the Apoſtle 5 and 
he herein betray'd a vain Curioſity, and a faulty Inquiſitive- 
neſs into what did not at all concern him. A common 
Fault, and what deſerves Reprehenſion: tho? the Perſons guilty 
this way, are not ſo much aware of it as they ought to be. 
24.370) (ll Gf 


Secondly, YOU have our Lords Anſwer, by way of Repreben- 


Fon, to this overcurious Enquiry. What's that to thee? If I 
will that be tarty till I come, what 6 that to thee? way” 
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gignts and rebukes this vain and unprofitable Queltiod, by 


ſignifying to St. Deer that he was not concern'd-to 


* what ſhould become of St. John, Whether he ſhould die | 
put | ſooner, by a Natural or Violegt Death; or whether he 
di- ould continue on the Earth unto his Cg. JF Lu 
ws. har be tarry till I come. I told you of ſome who ſhould 
"rt. «eſcape in the evil Times approac ing, and that ſhall COn- " 
eath © finue *till my coming in a way of Judgment againſt 
* * Jeruſalem, to deſtroy it by the Romans. But how art 
7 A thou concern'd to know if Jabn be one of theſe? 
„en Of this Coming of Chriſt by the Roman Army, in a way of 


Judgment againſt Jeruſalem, frequent is wade in 
me. the IO Cat, After which moſt memorable Juag- 1255 


ane ment of God, this Apoſtle liv'd a conſiderable Time; and 

own be alone did ſo, the other Apoſtles being dead before. « Why / 

* © now whether I deſign to take him away by a Na 

ow. and not by a Violent Death; and if I fee fit that he 

al it e ſhall abide on the Earth till this my Coming, what is 

n- © that to thee? What Buſineſs have you to meddle with | 

ow. that Matter? Would a Reſolution of your Queſtion 

5 to © tend any way to make you a better or à wiſer Man? 

bim, © Would it at all prepare you for the Work you have to do, 

low | © or the Sufferings you are to undergo ? Your Queſtion is 
impertinent. What's that to thee? Then, 

Dar- 


Thirdly, HERE is our Lord's ſeaſonable Tuſtruion to St. 
Peter upon this Occaſion. Follow thou me. Let alone what 
42 | © concerns others, and ſet thy ſelf to the Diſcharge of 


that | © thine own Duty. Thou haſt thine own proper Bufineſs 
. * 1ncumbent on thee, and what's enough tor thee. Thou 
oy &« art like to follow me to the Croſs, aud the chearful doing 
of that becomes thee better than this Curiofity about 
ſhall * what reſpects another. His Buſineſs was to execute his 
and Maſter's Will, and follow his Example, without intermed- 


hat ling with what was foreign; and this he is admoniſh'd of. 
NOW this which was St. Peter's Fault, is in our Days a 


2 : a 13 
— very common one: And this Mention is made of it for 
zni- our Warning. Our Lord's Reproot to him is applicable to 


and all that are equally guilty. To how many 1mpertinent and 

overcurious Enquirys that are made concerning the Affairs 

non of others, may this Anſwer of our Lord's be juitly return'd, 

ty What's that to thee! So that I may from this particular In- 

be. _— very reaſonably raiſe this General Obſervation, viz. 
at, | 


", 


WHILE every Man has his own * Buſineſs incumbent on 
bim, an inquiſitive and overcur ious Intermedling with the Cyntern 
of others, i very faulty, and therefore worthy of Aang; , 
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( 4 ) 
PETER ſaid, and what ſhall this man do? Feſw ſaid unto him 

what u that to thee? follow thou me. | 
Here I ſhall only do theſe Three Things. 


I. I'll feak à little of this inquiſitive and overcuriou Inter- 
medling with the Concerns of. others. Ho, 
II. Shew you what is every Man's proper Work and Buſmeſs. 
III. Apply it. . 


Firft, I AM to fpeak a little of this ingiſitive and over- 
I. - curiow Intermedling with the Concerns of others. And 


becauſe I would bring this Matter into as narrow a 
Compaſs as may be, I will endeavour ſo to ſtate the Notion 


of this Inquiſitiveneſs and Intermedling with the Concerns 


of others, as that at the ſame Time there may be ſirflicient 
Evidence that this is a Practice very faulty, and deſerving 
Reprehenſion. He | 
AND that this may be the more clearly ftated, I muſt 
firſt premiſe, that | | 
IT IS not all enquiring into,or concerning our ſelves 
I. about what may relate to others that is faulty, and to 
be reproved. No, certainly, there are ſome Circum- 
ſtances that may make this a neceſſary Prictice, and an In- 
cumbent Duty: In which Caſes it would be a very imper- 
tinent Return in any to ſuch Enquirers, What is this or the 
other Thing to you? For, {I | 
(t.) PERSONS may ſtand in ſuch Relations, or be brought into 
Fuch Circumſtances as to be oblig'd to enquire into the Spiritual 
Concerns of another. e. g. in ſuch Relations ſtand Miniſters, 
Maſters, and Parents: And others may many ways be 


brought into ſuch Circumſtances as that it may become 


their Duty alſo. Miniſters are to look (as well as they can) 
zo the State of their Flocks, and 1t 1s their Duty to gave to 
every one their proper Portion, as far as they can perceive 
what is moſt proper. Now that ſuitable and ſeaſonable 
Reproots, Inſtructions and Motives, may be mad? uſe of, 
and urged, their Ears ought to be open to any thing it is 
neceſſary they ſhould know, in Order to this: As, concern- 
ing the Troubles and Afflictions, or Sins, &c. of thoſe the 
miniſter to. Tho' whatever is ſuggeſted at an Time, under the 
latter, ought to be ſpoken of and heard with great Tenderneſs and 
Charity with a Mind not ready to beliece and receive all that may 
be ſaid, and indeed no more than comes with ſufficient Evidence, 
i CANNOT pretend to direct how tlus Matter is to be 
managed as to particular Inſtances; every Perſon's own Diſ- 
cretion muſt direct: But in the General, it is an undoubted 
Truth, that Miniſters and ſo Maſters and Parents, and other's 
in many particular Circumſtances, (needleſs to mention) 
are ſo f enjoyn'd to interpoſe in the Concerns of others, 
| | ny — 
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(5) 


as to watch over them for the Good of their Souls. 
ſame Apoſtle, who in that 1 Theſſ.. 4. tr. adviſes, that nen 
fudy to be quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, makes it evident 
in the very next Chapter, that it is our Bu- „. 
fineſs to warn them that are 2 (au 1 Theſſ. 5. 14. 
diſorderly, to comfort the feeble- minded, to Mets Þ 
ſupport the weak; and elſewhere, to confider | 
one another, to provoke to love and good works, Heb. 10. 24. 
2, e. that we ſhould be intent upon the Spi- x«]arowntep 
ritual State of others. With many other Paſ= . 
ſages to this Puryoſe. CALL > 
HAT it is ridiculous Folly in Perſons (impatient of Re- 
proof) when warn'd by Miniſters, or Chriſtian Friends, of 
any Sins they are gui 5 of, to reply, What's that to you? 
and mind your own Buſineſs, &'c. Alas! God has made 
this our Buſineſs, and every Man ought to be upon ſuch 
Occaſions his Brother's Keeper. Tho? in theſe Matters I own 
it is @ very difficult Thing to act with due Prudence, Cau- 
ow nd 7 mumn FM | 2 1 LE 
2.) IT is the Duty of Magiſtrates, upon many Occaſions, 
of Nene engag d in Fong Publick fire (as —— &c.) to 
enquire as far as they are capable, into the Concerns of others. 
To know how to determine what Judgment to make of Per- 
ſons, or what Sentence to paſs in a Cauſe ; it is neceſſary 
oftentimes to get as well acquainted as may be with the 
Behaviour, Chara&er and Reputation of many Perſons, 
either ſuch who appear as ſuppos'd Criminals, or as Witneſſes 
in Publick Courts, &c. 

(3.). IT cannot be faulty ſometimes with due Prudence 
to kay. into the Circumſtances and Affairs of Others, 
when theſe muſt be in ſome particular Caſes the Rule of our o 
bone Deſigns and Aclings. 8 

THE Affairs of Men are oftentimes ſo entangled and in- 
terwoven, that in the Proſecution of that which is moſt 
ſtrictly our own Buſineſs, it may be very neceſſary, and in 
ſome Caſes unavoidable, tht we ſhou'd inſyet the Con- 
Cerns of others. Thus to 8 an Inſtance: Ir a Man be to 
entruſt another with ſomething very conſiderable, it may 
be a great Part of the Proviſion which God has made for 
him and his Family; it cannot be amiſs fer ſuch an one 
to look ſo far into the Circumſtances of the other,, as to be 
well ſatisfy'd that he may be ſecure: Or, again, if he be 
enclin'd to charitable Ads, he may enquire into the Condi- 
tion of the Poor, whom he may be diſpoſed to relieve, 
There are many ſuch like Caſes, 1n which this is but rea- 
ſonable and prudent, and therefore what Religion (to be 


lure) will never thwart or contradict. 655 
| 4.) In 


(6) 

(A.) IN Cafe of adviſing and direding Friends : The Things 
in which they come to demand or crave our Advice, or Di- 
vection, may be fo interwoven with the Affairs of others, 
that while it may, upon ſome Accounts, become our Duty 
to _ and adviſe, it will alſo be neceſſary that we ſhould. 


have ſome Infight into thoſe other Matters with which t 


are interwoven. And while in theſe Cafes, Perſons act wit 
Diferetion, Caution, and Conſcience, their Proceedings 
1 cannot be juitly charg' d as a culpable —— 


A*MAN may ſometimes be carried wither he would not; 
(as our Lord tells St. Peter in another Senſe) i. e. whither 
tis own Natural Inclination does not lead him; yet Mat- 
ters may de ſo circumſtantiated, as that it may become his 
Duty to deny himſelf; and for the Good, Comfort and 

Ixettion of others, engage in that, which abſtracted fi 
theſe Conſiderations, would be very ungrateful Work. 
Once more, 9s | n 
(5. ) IT is neceſſary ſometimes in a Way. of Chriſtian Sympathy, 
If not to enquire, yet at leaſt to ſee further into the Con- 
cerns of others than otherwiſe a Man would be diſpoſed to 
do. It is our Duty to mourn with them who mourn ; to 
{ympathize with any of our Chriftian Friends in Diſtrefs. 
And if we ſhut up our Bowels againſt them, we ſhould not 
only be guilty of barbarous Cruelty, but of downright ſin- 
ning againſt God. Now while we ſympathize with them, 


it will fo happen that we muſt hear their Complaints, and 


the Cauſes of their Grief and Trouble, becauſe F it be not 
in our Power to do any thing more for them, yet we may- do. them 
oftentimes an unſpeakable Kindneſs, more thart we are aware of, 
by only hearing what they have t9 ſay; thereby gromg them 
the Opportunity of venting was: ee and of unburthenms, at 
leaſt for the preſent, their overcharg*d Minds. But theſe their 
Complaints will oftentimes neceſſarily lead us, not only 
into their own, but alſo into the Concerns of others, en- 
tangled with theirs. 9. i | 

IT was neceſſary I ſhould premiſe theſe Things to prevent 
Miſtakes. And I think what has been ſaid makes it evi- 
cent, that all enquiring into, or concerning our ſelves 
about what may rel ite to others, is not faulty, or to be re- 
proved; but in ſome Caſes this may be a neceſſary Practice, 
and an Incumben; Duty. we” 

I PRETEND not to have mention'd all the Caſes that 
might be taken Nutice of; nor is it neceſſary. Many Things 
relating to this Matter (35 1 ſaid before) mutt be left to every 
Man's Ditcretton and Conſcience. 1 look upon it indeed 
4 GHcult Thing, in ſome particular Circumſtances, accu- 
ratcls 40 dition betwixk a commendable and a culpable 

| Inter- 


* (75 


: termedling : But as I have mentioned ſome Inſtances, in 
rhich it is obvious, this is far from being a Fault; ſo on 
he other Hand there are other Inſtances, wherein it is as 
vident, this is exceeding faulty, and a Practice to be con- 
emn'd. And that leads me in the Second Place to what i is 
pitive : Viz. To ſhew you, | 
II. WHAT Inquiſitiveneſs, and curious Intermed- + ; 
ng with the 92 us of 9thers is certainly very faulty, 3.75 
ud deſerving Reprebenſion. 
AND while I ſhew you what is ſo, I will do it in ſuch a 
Lanner as that you hal ſee that it is ſo What then are 
oſe Enquirys into what concerns others, that deſerve no 
ther A than this (except it be a worſe) that our Lord 
turns to Peter's curious Queſtion, Phat is that to thee:? 
NOW you may take this under theſe Two more General. 
leads. 

Firſt, ALL ſuch Enquirys into the Concerns of others as 
re made with a vain and frothy Mind. 

Secondly, ALL ſuch Enquirys into the Comme of others 
5 are made with an evil and a wicked Mind. 

Firſt, ISA all ſuch Enquirys, Qe. as are made | 
th a vain and frothy Mind. Of which Sort are $. 1 | 
eſe that follow. 
(1.) WHEN what i en uir 4 after 1 meer 3 No 0 
ay at all to our Purpoſe, nor tending in the leaſt to make 
wiſer or better; ſome poor and pitiful Things that de- 
rve not to be mention'd, much leſs to be made Matter of 
iſcourſe, and of our Enquirys; inſomuch that profound 
lence would be more to our Purpoſe; ; becauſe when we 
now the whole, it will do' us no more Good than the 
hild's Story will do his Father, when he breaks in up- 
1 his graver Buſineſs, and with mighty Earneſtneſs ſollicits 
m to regard what he is abcut to ſay, and at length (ex- 

e the Plainneſs of the Simile) the whole of the uſineſs 
2 5 uaint him, that he has catch'd a Fly. 

HEN theſe Enquirys gig. made with a Deſign only to 

* , Jeſt of what — to others: This is the Employment 
F Perſons of vain and baſe Minds; and is 2 Practice more 
an vain, chargeable with rude Indecency, and in mauy 
Inſtances wit th barbarous Inbumanity. This is indeed 
uſe the wnrxly Member for ſuch Purpoſes. as God never 
fian'd it, as 1 Chryſoſtom obſerves. When Men will 


Etch into the Miſtakes, the falfe Steps and Imperfections 


others, with a Deſign to take an Opportunity from thence 
> ndicule their Perſons, and to fix perhaps further Ima- 


—_ 


* contra * eros inhumanus et jocus. : 
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| weighty, or of that Importance to another, but they preſently 
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(8) 


ginary Imperfections on them. Nay, not only ſo, but ſuc 

Is the Vanity of ſome Minds, to pry into the moſt prudent 
Actions, the weightieſt and graveſt Concerns of others, only 
to give them that Turn that their Vanity diſpoſes them. to, 
Some Wretches, we know, can commemorate Storms aud Tem- 
peſts in a Way of Sport, and turn the Judgments of God into 
a Play. So it is with vain Minds; nothing ſo ferious, ſo 


form it into a Jeſt: Acting as tho the moſt Momentous Con- 
cerns, and the Reputations too of their Neighbours, were no 

more than a Feather, to be blown about and play d with. 
(3.) THEN ſuch Enquirys are made with a vain and fro- 
thy Mind, when it is with a Deſign to get an Opportunity of re- 
commending our ſelves by giving Characters, and making what we 
would have paſs for ingenious Remarks on their Proceedings and 
Management. There are ſome ſuch contemptible W retches, 
contemptible in the Account of wiſe Men, who to raife an 
Admiration of their Wit, by gratifying the Humour of 
others like themſelves, turn ans Mp" and anſwer the 
Character which is affix d to ſome in 1 Tim. 5. 13. Vo learn 
zo be idle, wandring about from Houſe to Houſe, and not only 
idle, but Tatlers alſo, and Og ſpeaking thmgs which the 
ought not. Elated with an Opinion of themſelves, that they 
are able to talk a great deal; and in Effect publiſhing, that 
they are capable of cenfuring the Perſons and Actions of 
all that they happen to ſpeak of; and that they can ft 

ſomething of Folly in every Body but themfſelyes. 

BUI this of the former Sort, all ſuch Enquirys into th 
Concerns. of others as are made with arvann and frothy Mind 
g. 2 Secondly, ALL ſuch Enquirys, Ic. as are made wth 
en evil ond a wicked Mind. And t are ſuch as theſe 
(I.) WHEN with a Deſign to diſcloſe aud reveal, to the Preju 
dice 4 another, what it i neceſſary, or convenient, ſhould he con- 
ceal:d, Not only did the Heathen dehort from this Pra 
ctice, but the Spirit of Gud has condemn'd it as odious 
and abominable. Prov. II. 13. A Talebearer revealeth ſecrets 
but he that ws of a faithful Spugg-concealeth the matter. And ir 
Prov. 20. 19. He that g0eth about as a Talebearer revealeth ſe 
crets, therefore weddle not with him that flattereth with his lips 
This is a wicked Practice, arguing a baſe and miſchievous 
Spirit, when Perſons will be prying into, and fiflung out 
the Secrets of others, with a Deſign to publiſh them to their 

Hurt and Prejudice. W | 
(z.) WHEN. with a Purpoſe ts raiſe, or to continue and en 
creaſe Diſſentions and Quarrels: To ſet one Party againſt 
another: To cauſe Strife and Conteſt. This is wicked, this 
* Azcanum negue tu ſcrutaberi ullius ungquam, Commiſſumgqui 
reges, & vino tortus & wa, Hor, Epiſt. Lib. . | 
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is deviliſn. Or if it be to foment Diſſentions already be- 
gun, and to enflame the Paſſions that have already taken 
Fire: To ſtrengthen the Quarrel, by diſcovering ſome- 
thing concerning the one, and ſuggeſting it to the other 
Party. True is that which the Wiſe Man | 

obſerves, Where no Wood s, there the Fire Prov. 20.20, 21. 
goeth out, ſo where there is no Talebearer, ox 
Whiſperer, the ſtrife ceaſetb. As coals are to burning coals, ſo 
w a contentious man to kindle ſtrife. Theſe Tatlers and Tale- 
bearers, they are, as it were, Hewers of Wood for the Fire of 
Contention, to continue and encreaſe the Burning. 

63.) THEN are theſe Enquirys made with a wicked Mind, 
when with a Deſign to get acquainted with the Sins and Follys of 
others, for no other End and Purpoſe, but that we may tu iumph 
over, or that we may have them at our Command, or that we may 
nabe ſome other Miſimprovement of them, 

THE true Chriſtian Spirit is ſo far from ſearching out the 
Faults and Follys of others, that it is for caſting a Mantle 
of Love over them. And if any thing irregular appears in 
a good Perſon, it puts the beſt Conſtruction upon it, the 
Matter is capable of bearing: But there are many who are 
Strangers to this Spirit cf Chriſtianity, and I am atraid 
many who {ſtrictly profeſs to be poſſeſs d of it too; who 
are ſo far from putting the beſt Conſtruttion they can upon 
Matters that may appear to them irregular, that they are 
apt to cenſure even the beſt Actions, as chargeable with Pre- 
tence, a falſe Appearance, &c. This is an unaccountable 
Spirit indeed; and tho? ſome of theſe Perſons may have 
often their Bibles in their Hands, I am ſine they find it 
not there, nor can it come down from above: But 1t ſeems 
to be an evil Spirit, permitted to wander from its more pro- 
per Abode, from the Infernal Region, and to trouble the 
World: Nor can it be well with the World 'till it be laid; 
at leaſt *till the Profeſſors of Religion be diſpofle(s'd of this 
Helliſþ Spirit, and are more under the Influence of the Spirit 
of jeſus. But no Wonder that ſuch Perſons will be very 
inquiſitive and overcurious in ſearching out the Miſtakes, 
the Faults and Follys of others, that they may have Fuel to 
feed their cenſorious Humour, that is become a Second 
Nature; that it is their greateſt Pleaſure to entertain them- 
{elves (and others, who will bear with ſuch Entertainment) 
with whatever has appear'd ill, or odd, or otherwiſe than it 
ſhould be, to their diſaffected Eyes. Some Perſons labour 
under fuch Diſtempers, as do ſo far diſorder the Organs or 
Sight, that even the beſt and moſt beautiful Objects have 
to them, that diſpleaſing and offenſive Appearance, of 
which there is nothing 1n the Object, but the ſole Cauſe 
Is in themſelves. And ſo it is with baſe cenſorious Minds: 
They can eſpy, as they 1 a great deal of Evil and 

2 Hor- 


(10) 
Horror in thoſe Things in which the Chriſtiap Spirit would 
| diſcern nothing but Excellency, or no Fault; or at moſt, 
no more than it can eaſily overlook. | 
— PUTT have gone too far in this Argument, I might now 
blacken this Temper and Pragice I have been de _ 
by giving you its Characters in ſeveral Epithets that wo d 
be no worſe than it deſerves; or I might ſhew you the Evil 
of it, by cunſidering it in its ſeveral Cauſes, and the Roots 
from whence it ſprings; and viewing yet more diſtinctly 
the Formal Nature of it, and then its many ill Effects and 
Cf quents, with Reference both to the guilty Perſons and to 
2thers : But J hope from what has been already ſaid, it ſuf- 
ficiently appears to be a vain and idle, a ridiculous and fooliſb, 
 2n 042916 and abommable Practice, and ſomething more may be 
aAded in the Application, that I vill proceed no further on 
this Head, but conie to the Second General. 
SECONDLY, To ſhew you What is every Man's 
IT. Work and Bufineſs. What is incumbent on him, 
and what will be tound enouyh, every Way enough, 
| without intermedling with what is foreign. Indeed there F 
F is ſo much of it, that while I am confin'd within ſo narrow 
ji Limits, I can pretend to no more than to give you ſome I 
N more General Hints, but ſuch as will ſerve to remind you o 
Of your Duty, and afford you Scope for Enlargement. 4 
NOW every Man's proper Buſineſs w that which is the Norł 
of his Calling, to which he ſtands many Ways obliged. b 
+ ELI then our Calling is Twotold. . te 
* THERE is our Particular Calling, and what belongs to us I tc 
|: as engag'd in certain Employments, or plac'd in particu- 
15 Jar Stations in the World: a. 
1 8 
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AND then there is our General Calling; and ſo that Work 

and Buſineſs that is common to us all, as Men, Chriſtians, &c. 
FFiri, THERE is our Particular Calling, and the Buſineſs I 7? 
©. I. that belongs to us as engaged in certain Employments, f. 
or plac'd in particular Stations in the World; as Gen- fc 
eren, Scholars, Traders,Servants, &c. (tor the former have Il : 
{heir Buſineſs (as I might ſhew you at large, had I Time) as well WF © 
as the latter.) And of this the Apoſtle ſpeaks in many Plas II 0! 
ces; as when he adviſes, as the Lord hath cal- 81 
r Cor. 7. 17. led every one, fo let him walk, And again, 1A 
I COL. 7. 20. Let every man abide in the ſame calling wherein Il cc 
| Die was called. i. e. let him ſo abide as to dif- 1s 
1 Charge the Duty of it; and the minding 
5 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. of this the Apoſtle terms, ag/owar 7&4 id 
| 1890 do our own proper Bufmeſs; where he-op- 
f poſes it to u faulty Intermedling. And herein it is the Duty 
Ot every Man to be diligent, according to 
Rom. 12. 11. his Advice. Again, Not flothful in bufmeſs. 
And a Man that is diligent in his Employ- 
| | ment 
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| (1) 
ment, and in the Concerns of his Family, & c, hell have 
little or no Inclination, or Leiſure, to meddle with what is 
foreign. It is obſervable in the Character that the Apoſtle 
aflixes to ſome troubleſome Women, that 
they firſt learn to be idle, neglect their Bu- 1 Tim. 5. 13, 
ſineſs at home, and then they wander abroad, 
and ſo they improve to Tatlers and Buſy-Bodys, ſpeaking things 
which they ought not. But again, | 
Secondly, YHERE is our General Calling: And 
ſo that Work and Buſineſs that is common · to us 
all. Now this reſpects us in ſeveral Capacitys, 
and under ſeveral Depominations. As, | 
(1.) THERE is our Buſineſs as RATIONAL 
TURES. | | 
(2.) THERE is our Buſineſs as SINNERS. 
(3.) AS REDEEMED SINNERS. | 
(4.) AS ſtanding RELATED in Humane Societys, and to 
our Fellow-Creatures. | 
UNDER theſe I can do little more than mention thoſe 
Heads unto which our 1 Dutys may be referr'd. 
(t.) THERE i our Buſineſs as we are CREATURES, 
RATIONAL CREATURES. And this reſpects God as 
our CREATOR, and thereupon as our rightful LORD 
and SOVEREIGN : And ſo it is, wn 
TO acquaint our ſelves with God our Creator: To ſtudy 
both HIS NATURE, and His WILL as far as it de- 
termines the Duty of his reaſonable Creatures. We are 
to acquaint our ſelves with HIS NATURE, and that 
4 it , and as far as it i diſcover'd in His WORKS, 
and by His WORD. In the former we have the fla- 
grant Proofs of Hu Almighty Power, Hu Infinite Wiſdom, 
Hi Unlomted Goodneſs, of His Abſolute Sovereignty, &c. And 
in the latter, what is intimated by His WORKS is more 
fully expreſsd and greatly improv'd ; where there are alſo 
ſo many Inſtances and Evidences of His Unſbaken Faithful - 
neſs, of His Boundleſs Mercy, of His Exact Juſt ice, of His Wiſe 
and Unerring Providence, of His Onmicient Eye, & c. In a Word, 
of the Infinite Perfeion and Spotleſs Purity of His Nature, as 
greatly aſſiſt to our forming ſuitable Apprehenſions of Him, 
And then we are to acquaint our ſelves with his WILL, by 
conſidering what is impreſs d on our very Natures, and what 
15 further reveal'd in the Scriptures of Truth. Again, 
A GREAT Part of our Buſineſs is to ſee that we con- 


5. 2, 


CREA- 


form our ſelves to God our Creator. We are hu Offring, and 


it ought to be our Care to reſenible Him as far as is poſ- 
ſible: To be perfect as OUR FATHER which i in Heaven i 
erfe7, 3.-e. Io be holy, for Holineſs is our Conformity 

0 God. Again, * 
TO gborite our Creator, The Deſign of God, in the very 
8 To making » 


(129 N 
| making of his Creatures, was to advance his 
Prov. 16. 4. own Glory. The Lord has made all things for 
himſelf. We ſhould therefore make it our 
conftant Employ to improve all we have from him, all the 
Powers and Facultys of our Souls, all the Talents we are 
entruſted with, with this View and Aim, glo- 
Rom. 11. 36. 8 Him with our All, for our All is 
His. Once more, Rn | 
IT SHOULD be our great Buſineſs to be getting ready to 
give up our Accounts to Him. He, that has made us has an i | 
indiſputable Right to us, His we are, and therefore to 28 
we ate accountable. . Accordingly he has aflurd f that 
He has appointed a day wherein BAN jus 
Acts 17. 31. the World in Righteouſneſs, by the, nian whom 
he has ordained. Our Work therefore is to be 
preparing for ſuch a Day of Audit. FRE 
(2.) THERE is our Buſineſs as we are SINNERS. Con- 
ſidering our ſelves under this Notion, we have particular 
and important Work incumbent on us; Viz. A 
TO REPENT of our Sins. Repentance from dead Works 1s the 
Great Buſineſs of Fallen Man: What is ſo often inculcated, and 
preſs d with ſo many Motives throughout the Goſpel; wherein 
it is ſo fully fignity'd that in the Diſcharge of it, Man (tho? 
2B Sinner) may be happy; as that in the Neglect of it he 
3. Luk. 13. 3, 35. muſt be loſt and miſerable for ever. Except 
ty | ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſo. Further, 
js. AS SINNERS our Work is to mortify the Luſts of the 
14 Fleſh; all the Remainders of Indwelling Sin. As long as 
11 wee are in this Imperfe& State, this World of Sin, and theſe 
12 Bodys of Sin, that Enemy will be lurking in us. Some in- 
14 deed are under the Dominion of it: It rezzns 
# Rom. C. 12. in their mortal bodys, and they obey it in the 
luſts and affetions thereof: But even the beſt of 
Men find by ſad Experience, that this Enemy is ſtill within 
the Walls, and ismaking frequent Sallys, and has great Ad- 
vantages againſt them, that they are in continual Danger from 
| it. God has therefore aſlign'd it as our 
Col. 3.5. proper Work, to be continually oppoſing 
Mat. 5, 29, 30. and 3 indwelling Sin, that it may 
Kom. 8. 13. not ſpread i 
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its i nfectious Venom vide, and 
s its bitter Root deep in our Souls. Laſtly, 
IO apply our ſelves by Faith to the . that we may be 
intereſted in Him, and find Pirdon and Accept ance with God for ©? 
hs Sake. Sin has oc2afion'd mifer able Diſorders in our 
Souls, as well as expos'd us to the Wrath of God, and to 
ſevere and Eternal Puniſhments. Now God has appointed th 
His Son as our Saviour, by His Grace and Spirit to rectify 
thoſe Diſorders; and as a Sacrifice to deliver us from ſuch 
Sev2ritys, ani from Eternal Wrath: And that this = be 
9 one, 


done, He has made it out Bufineſs to apply our ſelves to. 

his | Per Piel — Kin L © His Sint 

at „ Prieft and King, who alone by 

for = work that in us, and by His Merit and Power, do 

the and procure that for us, that is neceſſary in Order to our 
Salvation. I proceed in the Third Place. | 

lo- ths. 1 ſbew what is our Buſmeſ, as REDEEMED SIN- 


NERS. For Redemption 1s fuch an extraordin 
ſuch an inconceivably great and precious Priviledge, that 
to to be ſure it muſt bring us under Additional Obligations. 
4 And methinks the Redeemed of the Lord ſhould grudge at no 
IT; Work which God their Redeemer has aſſign'd them! The 
5 Benefit beſtow d fhould make us chearful in diſcharging the 
5 Dutys requir d. Which are, 5 
10 ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him who hath wrought out Re- 
be emp ion for w + Magnifying bim in our Souls: Exciting in a 
i our ſelves Adoring Thoughts of His Gloriow Majeſty, and of 
his Condeſcending Love. The woah; pw of bs Exaltation, and 
the Depth of His Humiliation, mould fill our Hearts and 
Mouths with his Praiſes. As he is an Exalted King, 
welling in that Light which is inarceſſible and full of Glory, fo 
he is the proper Object. of our Adoration ; and no leſs ſo in 
that when He was raiſed ſo lh, He yet condeſcended to 
ſtoop ſo low for us Men, and for our Salvation. We ſhould 
declare with admiring Minds His wondious Acts, His won- 
drous Love. But our main Work is t Live bis Praiſes, 
thereby declaring the Intereſt He has in us, the Authority 
He has over us: Pleading for Him in a Holy Lite and Con- 
verſation, by what Chryſoftum calls * nnanſwerable Opllagiſme ts 
confute and convince Infidels. This is done by what I would 
mention in the next Place, as a Part of our Work as Re-- 1 
dee med Sinners; Viz. FER. A 
TO: conform our ſelves to the Holy Example af the Son of 
God, our Redeemer.” He ſuffer d for us, leav- 
rithin( g 1 an example; that we ſhould follow his 1 Pet. 2. 21. 
Ad- fps. This, as we 2all our felves'CHRISTI- | 
ANS, we profeſs to be the Work we have choſen. For | 
what is a Chriſtian; bat a Follower ef Chriſt? | 
We muſt ſee therefore that the ſame mind be Phil. 2. 5. | 
in te which was in Chrift Jeſus. | | 
LASTLY, TO grow in Grace, and in the 
2 Pet. 3. ult. knowledge of God our Saviour, is à Part of | 
the Wark which reſpects us under this Cha- 
racer. To acquaint our ſelves more with the Redeemer, | 
His Life, His Death, His Glory; to become more intimate, 


by more frequent Converſe and Communion with Him; 
that we may taſte more of His Love, feel more of the 
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man, we ſhould bring forth by ſo much the more Fruit. Is 
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Power of His Grace, receive more of His Fulneſs, and be 


more conformed to His Pattern.” Alas! We muſt not think 


we have done our Buſineſs if we can juſt live; but it is our 
Duty to labour after a ſtrong, a chearful, a vigorous Con- 
ſtitution in Chriſtianity, that we may not only live, But 
that we may have Life more abundantly. We are not content 
barely to live in Reſpect of the Natural Life, but the Man 
that is weak and infirm, makes it his Buſineſs to uſe MYkns 
in Order to the getting more Strength. Thus we ſhould. 
act with Reſpett to the Spiritual Life. We muſt not think 
it enough that we love God, but we ſhowd work up our 
ſelves to a greater Degree of Love to Him. Don't think it 
enough that you believe, but reſolve vans being ſtrong in 
Faith, that you may not only lay hold of God, but that 
you may hold Him faſt, A weak Faith will let God go, 
and by Reaſon of its Weakneſs, ny N the Soul loſes 
a Bleſſing; but a ſtrong Faith (li 


expects, by how much the longer we ſtand in his Vineyard, 
under the watering and pruning of the Heavenly Husband- 


it enough the Scholar keeps at School, tho tor many Years 
together he continues in the lower Claſs ? But, 

4.) THERE « Buſmeſs which reſpects w as we ſtand RE- 
LATED in Humane Societys, and to our Fellow-Creatures, be- 
fides what more immediately reſpets the Bleſſed God, and 
our ſelves. And this is aſſign'd us by the ſame Authority. 

BUT here we muſt conſider our ſelves, : 

1. AS WE ſtand in a General Relation to Mankind. 

2. AS ſtanding in ſome particular Relations. And our: 
Work reſpects iis accordingly. 2 2 

1. AS VE ſtand in a General Relation to Mankind. 80 
in the General, our Work is to do all the Good we have Op- 
poꝛtunity or Ability for. I am very much afrai 4 this Part of 
our Euſineſs is not confider'd and diſcharg'd as it ought to be. 

MORE particularly, 21 
WE are to do all the good we can to the BODYS of 
Men. To relieve them in their Wants, to miniſter to them 
under their Neceflity. Thus as we have oppor- 
Gal. C. 10. unity, doing good unto all men; efpecially 
them that are of the houſhold of Faith. And; 
this is made a conſiderable Inſtance of true Piety, Jam. 1. ult. 


AND then we muſt do all the gocd we can to the; 


Souls of others. This is not the Work of Miniſters only 


but it is every Man's Buſinefs. And if any miſcarry thro? 


our Neglect, God will not, be put off with that . Churliſh 


Anſwer of Cain, Was I bis Keeper? We are to do our Utter- 


moii tor the Caving the Souls of Men, by our fervent Pray- 


er; ty GO. tor them, by our wholſome and ſeaſonable Advice 


and 


Ko — — 


rael) holds Him faſt, 
and will not let him 7 until! He grant the Bleſſing. God 
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nd Inſtructions, by kind and prudent Reproofs; and above - 
2 oy 1 holy e i 2 Care following ow 
ves, and movin who obſerve © xſatio 
* of us 27 like Manner. Ne "_ 
then 1s our Work, as we ſtand in Relation 
Fr Mankin a. ha rk, d in a General Relation 
2. AS we ſtand in Particular Relations in Humane Soci 
US God has f cify'd the Work of ay ODEs 
Governours, and of them who aregoverned : 9 
Of Kings, and of all that are in Authority; Ne 
And of thoſe who are under it: And fo of &- 0 5 3 27 
Ainiſters, and the People committed to their 2 955 2 7 - 
Charge, Of 2 and Wives. Of Parents BP 8 
and Children, Of Maſters and Servants. 5» Gy 75 8, 96 
80 I have ſhewn you what is every Man's proper Buſineſs, 
with Reſpe& to. his Particular and his General Calling. 

TO prove that what has been mention'd is ſo (if that be 
needtul) I ſhall only ſuggelt;that our Obligation to many of 
theſe Dutys is impreſs'd on our very Natures. There are not 
meerly Nſtt ive, but Natural Laws requiring them. Laws writ- 
| Is. ten on our very Hearts. They are the free Suggeſtions uf our 
ears Souls. I hope Ineed not ſta 15 give you particular Inſtances. 

BUT then even theſe, and all the reſt, God has appointed 
NE. as our Buſineſs by his expreſs Commands in the Goſpel, as 
be- bas (I hope) ſufficiently appear d from what has preceeded, 


and 80 that what remains now is only in the Third Place. 
y. III. TO Apply =. 288 5 
HERE I ſhall paſs over all the Inferences that might be 


drawn from each Part of this Diſcourſe, and ſhall only lay 
our - down a Twofold Exbortation, as naturally reſuiting from 
it: And you may take it in the Words 
So of the GEES, Study to be quiet, and to do 1 Theſſ. 4. 11, 
Op- our own buſmeſs. 
t of Firſt, STUDY to be quiet. The Word which CL 
be. tbe Apoſtle uſes there, and which we render qinonupdga 
: Study, -is very emphatical, It ſignifies to be 
3 of Ambtious. That we ſhould as eagerly affect the Glory of being 
dem If quict,as an ambitious Man would the Objects of his Ambiti- 
por- on; ſuch as Reputation, Honour Applauſe, Se. We ſhould. 
rally reſolutely ſet our ſelves to this thing, as being ambitious of 
nd: deſerving the Character of Perſons of Quiet Spirits. That no 
ult, one may have a juſt Occaſion to return to any Intermedlings 
the: of ours, hat is that to thee? Indeed no body ought to be 
ale; too forward in ſuch a Reply, or in judging that chere may 
iro? be à Reaſon for it; for ſeveral Things may move Ferſons to 
liſh make Enquirys that may ſometimes ſeem to us itapertinents 
that may juſtify them in making, and perhaps oblige to make 
them. But it ſhould be our great Care to avoid deſerving thels-. 


diſgraceful and ſcandalqus ot Tale-bearerz,or 22 0 


treat them as choſen Friends. Indeed almoſt any Man would 


06) 


-bodys. What the Spirit of God has ſo often Laid concerp- 
5 


ing and againſt ſuch Perſons, will abundantly juſtify 


former Part of this Diſcourſe, and makes it appear that this 
Exhortation is needful. See that 1 Pet. 4. 15. Let none of 
you ſuffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer; (mind 


what follows) or as «a BUSY-BODY in other mens mace 


Which laſt you ſce is enumerated with the moſt heinous an 

abominable Crimes. And in that forementioned Place, they 

| learn to he idle, wandring about for houſe to houſe, 

1 Tim. 5.13. and not only idle but, YATLERS alfo,and BUSY 

Wo BODYS, ſpeaking things which they ought not, 
And many excellent Rules, Maxims and Obfervations relati 

to this Matter, we meet with in the Book of Proverbs, with 

other Paſſages throughout the ſacred Writings near a-kin 

to it, ſuch as that, fooliſo talking and jeſting 

Eph. 5. 4. which are not convenient. That is, ſuch Jeſtings 


as either tranſgreſs the Bounds of Piety, of 


Charity, or of Sobriety. It is ſad indeed that ſuch Dehor- 
tations and Cautions ſhould beſo neceſſary; but ſtrange aud 
£dder-till, that after theſe, Intermedling, Tale- bearing, Cen- 
ſort {s,Detra&ion,&7c. ſhould ſcarce be accounted Faults 
by thoſe who pretend to the greateſt Strictneſs in other Parts 
and Dutys of Religion. . N | 
MANY Things might be ſaid to diſſw ade from this Pra- 
ctice. I would fain hope it may be enough to ſi briefly, 
that it is expreſſive of Intolerable Pride, a mighty great 
pinionof a Man's ſelf,as tho he were fit to be acquainted with 
every Concern; and to paſs a Judgment, to approve or cenſure 
every Action, and all the Management of his Neighbours, 
AND then hereby a Perſon muſt neceſſarily create to 
himſelf a great many Enemys. He'll ſcarce have fewer than 
the Number of the Perſons whoſe Concerns he over offict- 
ouſly intermeddles with, and he is like to have a great many 
more; for Wiſe-men apprehend that the TATLERS will in a 
little while perhaps ſay as much again# them to another, as now 
they ſay againit others to them : Aud therefore will hardly 


be * to deal with ſuch BUSY-BODYS, as he would 
with a Waſp, that firſt difturbs him with his difcordant huz- 
2ing, and thereby gives him Notice how ſoon he may make 


him mart with his Sting. But the Compariſon falls too 


ſhort, the Sting of a Waſp is not ſo bad, but 
Rom, 3. 13. the Poiſon of Aſps ist under their Lips.” But 
3 nothing can more effectually prevent or cure 


this fooliſh and ſinfil Practice, than a due Regard to the Se- 


cond Branch of ths Exhortation; viz. - 

8. 2. Secondly, DO. your owt! Buſineſs. Study to be 

LES quiet, and to do your ownBuſmeſs. Having be- 

fre fhown what is Your Billpels, Tal gow offy dies 
* n | bon 
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(17) 
ux, ſor in what Manner you are to do it, and ſo conclude. 
15 1.) FOR the Buſineſs of yòur Farticular Calling. In this, 
his 28 I have before intimated, we are to be induſtrious, not foth- 
of ful in Buſmeſs. And „r 
nd We mutt even herem ſerve the Lord. Ne muſt do God Ser- 
rs, vice in all that we do. Endeavouring to approve our ſelves 
nd to Him in the whole Management of our Worldly Affairs 
bey And keeping His Glory, as our ultimate End, always in our 
Eye. Having our Minds in ſuch a Frame, that we would 
not willingly take any Steps, or. purſue any Affair that we 
could be convinc'd would no Way make for the Honour of 
God. And reſolving that whatever we receive by His Bleſ- 
ling, and from his Bounty, ſhall be improv'd ſome Way ot 
other to His Glory. Again, | | 
In purſuing the Buſineſs of our particular Callings, we 

mut ſeek Direction and Counſel fom God. Many things will 
occut wherein we ſhall find our own Wiſdom is uot ſuffi- 
clent for us: And in ſuch Caſes, God hass 
commanded us to th Wiſdom of Him, and James 1. 5, 
en- encourag'd us to do ſo, whiſe he aſſures us that 
ults He will give liberally, and will not uphraid. We ſhould be ſure 
arts Ito meddle with nothing of Moment, till God be firſt ac- 
Ixnouledg'd by our begging His Direction | 


Pra- and Guidance. In all thy ways acknowledge bin, Prov 3. 6. 
fly, and be Pak direct thy paths, | 
AND then. we muſt proceed with a humble Dependauce on 
with Bus Blefing. Without the Divine Benediction we can never ſuc- 
ſure Need, but ſhall always be like Trees planted in a dry and bar- 
Murs, en Soil, that fade by Degrees, till at length they die, and are 
e to Wit only to be buri'd, Without the Bleſſing of God we ſhall 
than ive, and we ſhall-labour to very little Purpoſe in the World. 
ffici- ¶ Let us then remember that every Thing is that to us, and only 
1any That which the Bleffing of Heaven makes it to be. But now, 
in 2 (2.) FOR the Bufineſs of your General Calling, as Sinners, 
now titans, Fc. g 
rdly OU muſt enge in the whole of this Part of your Work 
ould Frith a humble Dependance 


ould 1. ON the Spirit of Chriſt for Afiſtance 
buz- 2. ON the E {Thur <a of Chriſt for Acceptance in 
make WW! that you do. 

to . . I SAY, with a humble Dependance on the Spirit of 2 for 
„ but Hance. His Aſſiſtance is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 
But ur diſcharging the Buſineſs incumbent on us; for we are xot 
ficient for theſe things of our ſelves, There is ſuch an Aver- 
n in corrupt Nature to the Dutys of Religion, and by a 
ourſe in Sin, and the propenſe Inclination to it, we are be- 
ome ſo unapt tor em, that well might our Lord mo 

Y, Without me ye can do nothing, i. e. with- Joh. 15, 5. 
t tie Alliſtance of my Spirit and Grace, ye | 
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cn do nothing which is ſpirituall ood le to God, and en 
tres nothing the Work is too (we ſhall find it asg Ref) 


* 
. 


„1 


if we preſume to undertake it St Me muſt therofe 
. Uy ſup d upon the mighty Aids of the Divine 
Luk. 17. ready to give, to them that ash bim and 
.. ay to belp our infermities ; that under- His 
Rom. ay diſpatch our Work in ſuch a Manner as we 


aging in it ſpeedily, chearfull Fully, and conſt anti. 
5; ILY, We muſt work the works ef him that ſent us while 
hn'9. 4. it is day, the night cometh when no man can work. With David 
119. 60, we ſhould make hat, aud not delay to keep God*s Commandments, 

If we leave our Work undone to Day, our Working Time may 

come to its final Period, and we may be in Hell by to morrow. The Devil gains 
more by fooliſh Delayings than by flat Denials. We ſhould therefore ſpeedily 
apply our ſefves to that which is our proper Buſineſs. And then we ſhould do it 
CHEARFULLY, We muſt delight our ſelves in the Lord, and in his Work, 
God and Men love chearful Servants, ſuch as take Pleaſure in the Work aſſign 


them. And we muſt do our Work 
- FULLY, being fruitful in every work, and having re 


o 


Col. 1. 10. ſpect 10 all God's commandments. We - mult except no 
Part of our Duty, but willingly engage in the olg cf Fi- 
nally, we muſt do it | 1 of $449 
CONSTANTLY, by a patient continuance in well doing, ſeek- 
Rom. 2. 7. ing for glory, honour and immortality, as ever we would Hope to 
obtain Eternal Life. Remembring that our Buſineſs does not 
reſpect ſome particular Seaſons only, but that it is our ſtated Work, and ſhould 
fill up the whole of . io 5 a 97 | * 4 
NOW that we may thus arge our Duty, (IL iay) we mu s en- 
gage be it with a humble Dependance on the Spirit of Chrilt for * 
And then, =; | 
2. ON the Merits and Interceſſion of Chrift for Acceptance in all that we do. 
Theſe alone can render our Perſons and Services acceptable to God. We have 
4 much to do indeed under the Influences of the bleſled Spirit. 
Phil. 2. 12. We muſt work ont our 0wre Salvation : And while we are doing this 
we may, we muſt depend upon the meritorious Sacrifice and 
powerful Interceſſion of the Son of God, for Acceptance with Him. But to pre- 
tend to depend upon theſe, while we neg le ct our Work, 1s a bold and unwar- 
rantable Prelumption, and would certainly prove fatal. As on the other hand, 
how far ſoever we may go towards the diſeha rging our Work, if we would 
reſt in what we do, ſo as to leave Chriſt and his Merits out, preſuming that 
what we have done will ſufficiently avail us, we ſhould find our ſelves miſer a- 
bly deceiv*d : For the Sinnerjcaanot go to God but thro® Him, 
Heb. 12. 29. 
out of whom he is a cox fuming fire. * 
AND now if I need add ny Thing to MOVE you thus to diſcharge the 
mentioned Buſineſs, this is conſiderable, that while you thus act you may ex. 
pet to poſſeſs that Inward Peace, that laward Pleaſure, that all the Pleaſur 
of Sin cannot be compar*'d with, and that is worth Tea Thou- 
Pſ. 119. 165. ſand Worlds. Great peace haue they that love thy law (lays Ba 
vid) and nothing ſhall offend them. Such an one may ind eed 
Eccleſ. 9. 7. Eat his bread with joy, and drink bis wine (nay, if it be but Wa 
ter) with a merry heart. And this Peace and Comfort will be ic 
curd when there will be the greate!t Need of it, when ibe ſhadows of the E 
vening are upon us, and when the Night [of Death} comes wherein we cum 
work, When we find our ſelves declining, and feel our Bodys actually drop 
ping into the Grave, while the Pigs of the Earthly Tabernacle are one after anc 
ther unloos*d, Whereas when Men find their great Change coming, and pet 
are conſcious that their great Work is undone, then are their Terrors like to be 


ſuch as no Tongue can expreſs, as no Heart (but the CONCEtve 
and God lor Jclus Sake forbid that we ſhould ever feel. 7 | 6 5 
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